Part 1 General Knowledge of American Politics. 
ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-40
This part of the exam will have 20 questions on it, taken from the list of 40 questions below. You have this review sheet so that you can research the answers in advance. This is an assignment for you to undertake on your own. Some of the questions will be answered from the Hudson text, most from Lowi (especially from the Glossary at the end of the book). However, there may be others, especially the “current affairs” questions, that you have to research on your own. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Questions for Part 1
1. What is redistricting and when does it happen?
2. What kinds of government activity make up fiscal policy?
3. In the Constitutional Convention of 1787, what (briefly) was the content of the New Jersey Plan?
4. Distinguish between social insurance and means-tested welfare programs, providing an example of each type.
5. What do political scientists mean by political socialization?
6. What was James Madison’s argument in Federalist #10?
7. What is push polling?
8. Name the Supreme Court justices nominated by Presidents Barack Obama and Donald Trump.
9. What is the Congressional counterpart of the Executive branch’s Office of Management and Budget (OMB)?
10. Who are (a) the current Secretary of State, and (b) the current Attorney General?
11. What is the role of the Federal Reserve Board?
12. Distinguish between block grants and categorical grants.
13. What is the Constitution’s commerce clause and how does the Supreme Court interpret its scope?
14. Name five Democratic candidates for the 2020 nomination for President and the offices they currently hold.
15. What is an initiative petition?
16. How is the property right upheld in the Constitution?
17. What is the formula for calculating a state’s Electoral College votes?
18. What does the Supremacy Clause say and to whom is it directed?
19. What is meant by the term, divided government?
20. What did the Citizens United v FEC case (2010) decide?
21. How was welfare policy reformed in the 1990s?
22. What is proportional representation?
23. What has happened to “party unity scores” in Congress since the late 1960s?
24. President Trump declared a national emergency in February 2019. Please explain.
25. Name three “standing” (permanent) committees of the House of Representatives.
26. How does the Constitution protect religion? Identify the three constitutional references to it.  
27. The method of appointing civil servants (bureaucrats) changed in the 1880s. How did it change—from what to what? 
28. In an economic policy context, what are externalities?
29. What were the principal findings of the Mueller Report released this spring?
30. What was the War Powers Resolution (1973)?
31. What is a class-action suit?
32. Which are the Civil War Amendments?
33. What did the Supreme Court decide in District of Columbia v Heller (2008)?
34. In 1914, a Constitutional amendment changed the way U.S. Senators were elected. What was the old method? What is the new?
35. What doctrine did Plessy v Ferguson announce in 1897 and what was the case that overturned that doctrine?
36. What does a Conference Committee do?
37. Which act, passed in 1946, declared the U.S. government’s commitment to full employment as a goal and what executive institution did it create?
38. What major piece of legislation was passed by Congress at the end of 2017 with the support of President Trump?
39. What is an unfunded mandate?
40. The Federal Income Tax is structured as a progressive tax. Explain what that term means.

Part 2 Essay 
ANSWER ESSAY QUESTION (300 words) use the book american democracy in peril by william e. hudson (seventh edition) to answer

· Please defend the “status quo” of the American political system against Hudson’s charges for ONE of the following:
1. The Separation of Powers (Ch. 1)
2. The powers of the Supreme Court (Ch 2)
3. The way American elections are conducted (Ch 5)

